52.   CONSTITUTION OF EASTERN CHURCHES

nent figures in the Eastern church to-day. Still of imposing
and erect carriage,, with a rare combination of dignity and
charm, he has a stormy and romantic past behind him.
He was elected Patriarch of Jerusalem in 1882, while still
only archimandrite/ but failing to receive imperial confir-
mation, he rightly refused to recognize the rival patriarch,
elected and enthroned over his head, until his own resig-
nation should be accepted. The refusal of the government
and his quiet persistence in holding to the validity of his
election produced a deadlock, which was terminated by the
decision of the Porte to exile him to the monastery-fortress
of Saint Catherine. Here, among the desolate rocks of
Sinai, he studied Russian that he might be able to preach
to the pilgrims in their own tongue. It was the privilege
of Rcndel Harris and myself to observe the magic effect of
his eloquence upon the rapt and awed faces of the simple
peasants, whom he welcomed to the Chapel of the Burning
Bush. At Sinai, too, we heard him read, the Kucharlstic
discourse of our Lord in the sonorous Greek, as well as
passages from the great tragedians. When his "captivity
was turned/' in consequence of the election of a new patri-
arch, friendly to himself, he resumed his position of secre-
tary to the Jerusalem monastery. At the time of his elec-
tion as Patriarch of Alexandria, he was Bishop of Nazareth,
but in the meantime he had once more been an unsuccessful
candidate for the throne of Jerusalem. His full title is:
"The most Blessed Pope and Patriarch of the great city of
Alexandria, Lybia, and Pentapolis, Ethiopia and all the Land
of Egypt."

The Rev. Henry Fanshawe Tozer3 speaks of the Orthodox
Church of Alexandria as "practically extinct" A statis-
tical table prepared by my request at the secretary's office
of the Patriarchate of Alexandria suggests a more optimistic
view* The population, is acknowledged to be floating, and,

1 It is of interest to note that his famous namesake, Photios, was a lay-
man when appointed Patriarch of Constantinople in 857, but in a few
days passed through the orders which led up to the patriarchate.

2 See "The Church and the Eastern Empire,77 p. 82, a volume of the
series entitled "Epochs of Church History."